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Seope. Thls chapter describes kthe role and management of feval horses

and burros within the Ratlonmal Wlldlife Refuge System (HWRS): the influence
on the System of the Wild Pree—Roaming Horse and Barro Act (P.L. 92-195),
aa 1t applies to the management of chese anlmals on public lands: and

the aunthority and mavagement of thils resource ag it relares teo specific
refuges where Eliese animals ocour, 1.e., Sheldon, Hext Mouwnkain, ¥oia,
Cibola, Imperial, and Havasue Natlonal Wildlife Refuges (HWR).

This chapter does not specificallw address rhe management of skray live-
stock and/or feral animals other than horses and burros; bowever, 4t is
coordlnated with those clhapters that de. (See 7 EM 8, 7 RM 12, and 7

EM 14.) Likewise, it 418 not specific as Ge the management af the privately-
owned horses on Chluncorteague NWR, which are adulnlstered under a special

use perait.

Policy. Tt 1is the policy of the Service that feral horse and burre
populaticns will not be maintalned on Sheldon, Hart Mountaidn, and Hofa
HWR's. Feral horses and burtos on these tefnges will be vemoved in

accovdance with the provisdoms of 50 CFR 30.12 and 3Sectlon 6.9, below.

on Clhela, Imperlal, and Havasu WWR's, feral horse and burto populatione
wlll he reduced co and mainknined st che lowest possible level. BReducclon
wlll oocor In acecordance with cooperative agreemenrs wlth the Burean of
Land Management {BLM) since the animals on these refuges are protected

by the Wi1d Free-Roaminz Horse and Burre Ack. (See Section 6.4B,

helow.) '

Feral horses nnd burres shall net be introduced, established, or allowed
ko become established on any natlonal wildlife refuge-

_pbjective.

A, To comply with the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Actk of 1971
(F.L., 92-125), where applicable.

Authorities.

4. 50 CFR 30, Bections 30.1 and 30.2, Title 5G, Code of Faderal Regu—
latlons, provide For the disposal of sorplus range animals, and
Bacrions 30.11 and 30.12 address contrel and disposition of animals
whiclh are surplus orx detrimental to the refuge objectives.

B. Wild Free-Reaming Horse and Burro Acr (P.L. 92-195, 1§ ©-8.C. 1331
1340%. This Ack 1s directed specifically at the preservaclon and
management of "wild" horses and burros occcurring on pnblic lands
adninistered hy the Bureau of Land Management and the 17.3. Foreat
gervice. Tt also applies to those animals chat range ot-and—off
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Ralease:

refuge lands From adjacent public lands. The Act does not apply to
wlld horses and burros Lhat range only on refuge lands.

(« TPublic law BG-234, This Ack preldblts the uvse of aircraft or motor
vehiclas for ecapturing or killing wild horses or hurtos on lends
belonging cro the lUnited States. (Note, however, that the Fedaral
Land Policy and Mansgement Act (P.L. 94-597) amends che Wild Free-
Rozming Horaze and Burro Act (P.L. 92-193) to allow the Secratary
chirough the Bursau of Land Managemnr the use of helleopters or motor
vehicles to carry out the administration of chal Ack}.

Dafinitdions.

A. Feral horses and burros. Nen-indigencus, unhranded, unclaimed
descendents of demestic horses and burrocs which rveam free on certain
refuge lands in the western United States.

B. Public lands. lands adminlstersd by the Bureau of Land Manapement
or Ehe IJ.9. Forast Service.

C. ERefupe lands. Lands of the NWE System, administered by the U.35.
Flah and Wildlife Zervice. '

Feral horse and burro monagement plan. In cases where horsea and hurros
wander back and forth between refuge lands and public lands, cooperatiye
management planning will occur with the appropriate agency {(e.g., BLM)
and a Jelint management plan must he developed. (See 43 CPR 4710.3 and
4730.6, and Section 6.8, lhelow.)

NEPA complinnce. Each new horse and burfo plan or major modiflcation of
an existing plan will comply with WEPA. (See 4 RM 5, NEPA Compliance.)

Populatlon geals and management. Where wild horses and hurres range
on-and~off public lands, close coordination wikh the Buresu of Land
Management Is necessgary to assure refuge oljectives racelve considerarlon
when popnlaticen goals are seb on adiacent puhlie landz. The Following
eriterla should be used to determine population levels:

1. Vegertatiecn conditicné and trend.

2. Avallabliley of water.

3. Degree of Ennfliﬁts with all wildlife forms.
4, Compatabllity witlh refuge objectives.

5. BLM lhorse/burro management policy on adjoining ponblic lande.
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6.9  Population control and animal disposal.

4. On Sheldom, Hart Mountain, and Kofa NWR's, the preferred metlirds of
conteol are blologlcal control or live capture. If nelther {5 [ea-
slble, gurplus animals may be destroyed, provided the methods are
approved by the reglopal director. All conttol activities will be
conducted ag humanely as pessible.

Gaptured animals may he dispoeed oi, sublect te 5tate and Federal
health lawa aad regulariona, by gifr or Ioan te public or private
agencles or inariturices For epecific purpeses, or aold on the open
market (50 CFR 30.2 and 30,12).

B. On Cihola, Mavasu, and Ioperial NWR's, methods oF contrel and disposal
will be In aceoxdance with eccoperative agreemente with BLM.
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